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ed Cirakes, Year 3, of the Spanish Revolution. 
me? iddition to my last week’s enumeration of Republican 
them 


| ieteses, I have now to add the orig 4 that the only 
“ "BE waved portion of South America (the, Brazils) has de- 
bout fam aed for°independence. This was to be expected a¥ a 
Is ga nite of course, but its accomplishment is no longer doubt- 
i We must now bring back our attention to Europe, for 
fe British West India Tslands must not be expected to move 
had there be a motion at’home: All now is secure in the 
caus a Wcontinenits of America.’> The Canadas are nothing like 
meee obstruction, and already we know that their inhabitants 
ire formed ideas of independence. The Republicans 
w is to hive emigrated from Britain to those Colonies form the 
ar ptélude to speedy’ independence.’ Many intelligent 
ot urticularly Scotchmen, have lately taken up their re- 
ay Mate among the Canadians; enough to teach them moral 
say Mtpolitical duties: The want of a regal Court will keep 
ten tee from its intrigues and delusions; and the exam-' 
we ne heli they are: surrounded will operate more’ 
erful than any other motive or principle. Another as-’ 
aut is distress; and a taxation without representation : 
nor lee; “With: intelligent ‘men, form the first stimulus’ for 
mlueal independence. : ) 
ba the time ‘of writing this no account has’ reached me 
sg, Urest of General Berthon. Some accounts say that 
Wien ed himself in the forest of Parthenay, and that 
.  sely pursued : others, that he is at the head of many” 
: "oops: His being in France without being’ yet 
ms k# more than ‘is narrated, although, while the 
“ Waa anes in Paris we shall have no authettic intel- 
" glass apt of' the country. It is not likely ‘that 
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such a man as Berthon would have started on such an 
euterprize with filty followers, as we are told by the Paris 
Papers. If such bad been the fact, he would have beep 
arrested within three days, if not within so many hours, 
Every effort to rouse France should be made, at this time, 


near the Pyrennean Mountains, so as to leave a way clear. 


if a momentary retreat should become necessary ; but if it 
be true that Berthon has twelve thousand men with him, he 
has gained the victory over the Bourbons. 

Ireland! bleeding Ireland! is feeling the effects of the 
favourite scheme of Castlereagh. ~The Insurrection Act is 
in full operation, and many an honest fellow has already 
been sent on board the bulks for transportation, for being 
absent from his hovel a few minutes after sun-set! Talk 
about the horrors of midnight assassination! it is mercy 
itself compared with the bloody laws by which Ireland is 
oppressed. To resist or to kill an oppressor is the best and 
only proof of virtue in an Irishmau under his present system 
of tyranny. It is astonishing to me that every native Irish- 
man does not rise in vengeancé upon his blood-thirsty 
oppressors. Retaliation is a law of Nature, and were | an 
Irishman, I should think it an act of moral virtue to destroy 
as many of my oppressors as‘possible. It is net a time to 
talk to the oppressed about humanity, when the lash and 
the sword of the oppressor is falling on them with unrelent- 
ing fury. It is a baseness of mind to hint any thing of the 
kind. Humanity should be always combived with power, 
and should never be felt by the oppressed towards the 
oppressor. Not.be felt by. the oppressed, do I say? Itisa 
mistake. It is the very essence of humanity to resist human 
oppression. ‘The oppressor places himself without the pale 
of humanity. 8 

. There are men who will say to me, ‘‘ You ought not to 
talk and write thus: you ought te recommend forbearance, 
and endeavour to lessen persecution and oppression by the 
‘propagation of knowledge and moral instruction.” You 
may as weil tell me that the Greeks ought to have waited 
until their oppressors, the Turks, bad become suificieutly 
enlightened and humane to have offered them independence, 
us to tell me that Irishmen should do so. It is contrary ' 
every law of Nature, and I will not play the. bypocrile 5° 
far even as to Stifle my feelings upon the matter. The suc- 
cess,of the Irish Insurgents would give me more Joy than 
does the success of the Greeks. They are nearer to me; 
they are neighbours ; there is a kindred feeling between 4S: 
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sapelthe lash of the same oppressors. I should rejoice at 





Tors , auecesstal insurrection in this Island, although I would 
een yt recommend the attempt at this time, because the 
; of this country, having every thing working in 
me, eit favour that is calculated within a few months to render 
lear wiremancipation more certain, would retard it by a pre- 
f it sitaremovement. Wherever there is oppression there is 
, he s¢equse for resistance ; and it is very little satisfaction to 
wto betold, when | am oppressed, that I ought to be 
the gist, ‘and'that it will be better when my children grow up, 
t is nm an improved state of knowledge. It is my duty;asa 
dy ier, to leave them the best inheritance I can; and if I 
ing a destroy the oppression that falls upon me, I leave a 
alk curate for their freedom and independence—the best of 
rey il inheritances. Let us propagate all the knowledge we 
is a, tnd mutually instruct each other, but our duties can 
ad eet cease here whilst we are under oppression. We are 
om und to resist and remove it if it be practicable. 
sh- [see the Newspapers talk about some plot being in em- 
sty iyoon the part of the Government, and that the spies are 


wive again. There is one’ general rule to be observed 
tichwill gaard you against the machinations of all emis- 
wies from our oppressors. Openly avow your principles, 
utnever countenance a stranger whose language is violent, 
twho proposes to you, as strangers, any scheme or plot 
btinsurreetion, it is possible such a man may be honest, 
utueter'trust him, rather shun and avoid his company and 
‘uversation. Sending of delegates from one town to an- 
thet ipalsoa practice that should be avoided: no good nor 
tot Canvarise from it. Adi our communications ought to 
pibaeand through the Préss. Let us hold no opinions, 
wo intetitions, no Principies, that we are ashamed to avow 
aad int. Any others will but disgrace us, and bring us 
»g00d' ini the end, no#isatisfaction for the present. It is 
Nuch easier’ to delude a»people than to impress their minds 
"ih'sourid ‘principles, because all existing institutions in 
ing established Governments are founded on delusion, and 
tag ntivideal feels more: safety in acquiescing in them 
tan opposing. ‘There ismore danger to be apprehended 
while =-men who would delude you with one thing 
: ‘they have another in view. than from those who 
(hulp aivow the whole of their opinions and wishes: but 
det tl and prevent either from drawing you into impru- 
rit s. The right time for a body or a nation to 
*pPression will suggest itself, whilst plans and schemes 
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are sure to be defeated. I have always had a notion that 
the thing should be spontaneous and arise of its own accord, 
Leaders in such cases are never to be depended upon until 
itis too late for them to withdraw or retreat. A people 
insurgent should always look to themselves numerically, 
and stimulate each other to duty. Distress is the great ep- 
lightener; but, from my heart, I do not think the great 
body. of the people of this Island are yet sufficiently imbued 
with sound political principles, so as to change their form 
of Government like philosophers: and I do think that it 
will be prudent to wait a few months and not to make any 
rash attempts. Circumstances may arise to render change 
absolutely necessary and unavoidable, and when it comes to 
that, the Laat must be done, and each must do bis best. It 
is well known that I am not one of those who look to any 
far distant time for change, nor would I use a word that 
could tend :to discourage it. I know it must come, and | 
am anxious to see it well and effectually done; done in a 
manner that shall leave nothing undone, or nothing further 
to be done as a matter of necessity. 

To accomplish this object, it appears to me tbat the best 
mode of procedure is an open avowal of all opinions and 
principles, that they may be corrected if wrong, and pro- 
mulgated if right. ~The man who says one thing and means 


another isnot honest—a contemptible character, that should 


be trusted in nothing. There are such men, calling them- 
selves Reformers, who privately encourage and do all they 
ean to propagate what they openly affect to disapprove; 
and this, not because their favourite opinions are vot true, 
but because it is alleged that they are not current, not fa- 
shionable, and what is. called» respectable! Contemptible 
shuffie! That which is: true is always respectable, although 
despotic laws may call.it libellous and deem it punishable. 

* Republicans, avow your principles. Proclaim that Go- 
vernment by Representatives, elected by: the whole people, 
is' the only Government: where Freemen can be found. 
Government, strictly speaking, is not a proper word for 
Freemen. Government implies: slavery on the part of the 
governed. A Legislation by -Representation is merely a 
assent on the part of the whole people: to observe certam 
rules essential to the peace, prosperity, and happiness of the 
whole. community ; such rules being their own choice in the 
firstinstance. This is. the state ofa society of Freemes- 

‘ _ BR. CARLILE. 
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tative System of Government, where every officer 


cm ri be elected annually by the people, to be the responsible ser- 
nats of the people, where all opinions are free and unconnected 
"Be vthgovernment; any thing short of this will engender fresh cor- 
i. tion. df it be argued that this will not be free from corrup- 
. im, 1 answer that it is more likely to be so than any other that I 
ny lare heard of. 
~ [have long had it on my mind to recommend a bill of indem- 
He uily, to be proposed by the people, and kept in readiness to be 


vied upon when ever a Crisis arrives, we have had bills of in- 
demaity to protect the guilty, and I see.no reason why we should 
wthave one to protect both the innocent and the guilty from in- 
‘dscrminate outrage, I know not whether ever such a thing will 
tepracticable ot-not, but I will, with your leave, throw out a few 
hints that may be either rejected or improved, as | hope there 
snoone here that would expect any good, from wreaking ven- 
geance‘on a public officer because the office wanted abolishing; 
what I would recommend, would be a bill to indemnify every 
ta from the vengeance of a mistaken and unruly populace, by 
proclaiming indemnity for all political offences, except*by legal 
process, and to imprison all who attempted to commit the least 
mirage, till a National Convention had been called, to draw up ‘i 
‘Constitution according to a will of a majority of the people, aud 
0 settle all matters that the emergency of the case required, I 
wuld not advise any man to imbrue his hands in the blood of 
lie present tyrants, if there was such an opportunity, for unless.a 
—— take place without bloodshed, there is very little hopes 
victor and his partizans, would not act the tyrants in their 

tim, We:must not expect every ‘‘ dungeon proof radical” to be a 
Ivar, then let us by our conduct convince our oppo- 
“uls;that the arms which nature has given us are sufficient for 
ee eee that man was intended for, these were the princi- 
aad if ened the immortal Paine, in the case of Louis Capet, 
if they had been acted upon, I believe France would not 
lave tettograded in the manner shé did. Let us then be deter- 
Rited 46, tipport every ran Who acts up to these principles, and 
them, tae rt Mr. Carlile, rior ahy other man who deviates from 
#8 €asy for any man, the greatest apostate or coward in 
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the world, to denounce the known enemies of the people, but if 
we wish to be thought worthy of the name of Citizens, we must 
not shrink from denouncing their pretended friends. The tam. 
pering timidity of pretended friends does more harm to any 
cause than its open enemies would be able to do, and I feel justi- 
fied in stating, that not to denounce hypocrisy in any man, is to 
countenance it in every man. When shall we be without apostates 
while we seem to countenance them? or, When shall we have any 
if we cease to do so? It is fulsome adulation, that leads to apos- 
tacy, and [ do not know any man that can truly say he is proof 
against such things, we must not blame the individuat for being 
ambitious, when eur own conduct has been the cause. Mr. Car- 
lile has done more towards disseminating the pure principles of 
representation, than any man now living, though Paine gave the 
copyright to the world, it is the courage of Carlile that has fur- 
nished the copies, yet if he was to do ten times more than he has 
done, I should never be disposed to follow the Turkish custom of 
dragging him in a carriage with ropes, instead of living horses, 
for unless you can convince me that a man can do more than he 
is able, I shall remain convinced that he only does his duty, who 
does all he is able, and the best way to show we approve of such 
a man’s conduct is to.endeavour to imitate it, and that we must 
do if we expect to benefit by his exertions. Nature is never libe- 
ral to a sluggard, and why should man be so, when nothing, not 
even health, can be procured without exercise. It is slaves who 
have been the-supporters of sluggards in all ages, by decking the 
chief of their banditti with baubles, yoking themselves to his 
car, and dragging him about like a show, till the self importance 
they had created in him, and his contempt for their understand- 
ings, prompted him to make hereditary claim to the produce of 
the labour of all succeeding generations for his offspring. It is 
not pikes, nor swords, nor guillotines, nor gunpowder, (unless it 
be such as Mr. Carlile fires at the Bridge Street Gang) that will 
ever rid the earth of tyrants, it is knowledge only that can do 
this effectually. -A guillotine destroyed the French tyrant, but 
want of knowledge suffered Buonaparte to be made an Emperor, 
and whatever may be your ideas on this subject, you must see 
that though there may be a majority of the people of this country, 
who would not care to see every member of Parliament choked 
with one of the aets he has voted for, there are very few who 
would know what to do, if the system was to fall in pieces this 
moment. Remember the saying of the martyred, murdered Bns- 
sot of France, these were his Tost words, and they ought to be 
impressed upon the mind of every friend to liberty; mark them, 
“A NATION WITHOUT PRINCIPLES MAY ACQUIRE 
LIBERTY, BUT A NATION WITHOUT PRINCIPLES CAN 
NOT KEEP IT WHEN IT IS ACQUIRED.”. Let any. man 
who knows a tenth part of what has happened. to_ France, since 
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noment, say if his prediction has not been fully verified; 
Jo not be led Sica with the idea that we are wiser than the peo- 
of France were, nearly all our boasted wisdom, has been to 


ut if 
must 


ie feos other nations were more ignorant, a convenient doctrine 
usti- by our Rough Riders, to prevent us from enquiring whe- 
is to jer we were men or cattle that they were riding. We are at pre- 
ates gatonour way to a better condition, (thanks to Mr. Carlile and 
any ij others who dare to write without a mask) if we can only 
DOs- the ignorant from committing any outrage. 

roof jshall conclude by repeating another passage from the writings 
sing dtheimmortal Paine, he says, ‘‘ An army of principles will pe- 
Jar- vinte where an army of soldiers cannot. It will succeed where 
s of ic management would fail. It is neither the Rhine, the 


Channel, nor the Ocean, that can arrest its progress, it will 
mrh on the horizon of the world, and it wi// conquer.” 

), Gill gave— : 

Tee iticarceratéd Shopmen of Mr. Carlile. 

The health of James Watson being drank, he rose, and after 
wuming thanks, spoke as follows :— 


ho iit. Chairman, In standing before you, on the present occa- 
ch wi, to pay a tribute of gratitude and respect to the memory of 
ast oa immortal Paine, I am happy it has not been con- 
- to-me alone to do justice to his great and unequalled 
" aertions inthe cause of Liberty. But, Gentlemen, since we find 


luse of'superior abilities using their power to enslave us with 
tors, instead of pointing us to the goal of Freedom, it behoves 
wthen to stop this torrent of falsehood, and point our oppressed 
“countrymen to that system which alone can ensure them 
pmanent happiness. The present tyrants that afflict us can 
aly be rendered subservient to the wishes of the people but by a 
wily of principle, for unity without principle will only entail de- 
@ disgrace upon its advocates. Gentlemen, the principles 
‘theimmortal Paine, as laid down in his “ Rights of Man,” are 
le only rock which will stand the test of argument; and how- 
"e isionary and improper our enemies and our pretended friends 
tay think them, they must cither ceincide- with them. or fall into 
tinsignicance which they’so justly merit. Our principles are 
principles of the great Paine, aud his successor and supporter, 
pattiotic, but persecuted Carlile ; and upon this rock of Truth, 
‘ » and Humanity, we will plant our standard, for no other 
The ‘to be put in competition with them. . 
te immortal Paine was the tried and consistent advocate of 
nghts of the people; we find him combating, with unceasing 
palbly every species of delusion. Need we wonder at the suf- 
| tat 2nd Persecations he had to undergo? No, Gentlemen, 
il ently informs us, that the most just and virtuous in 
i dads € undergone embarrassments and sufferings of a sim- 


watture, and the good resulting from the display of the natural 
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powers of honest men has only been found demonstrable wher 
deprived of their manly and valuable assistance. In this light we 
may view the beautiful productions of the noble Paine. The 
principles of virtue and happiness which he so unceasingly endea 
voured to instil into the hearts of men are only now beginning t¢ 
shew their beneficent effects; and the talents of the man whe 
stood the test of popular ignorance and hatred are now so deplo 
rably wanted, that we find no road to an end of our sufferings 
but by retracing the steps which our madness and imbecility have 
caused us to pass over. Let us wipe away the foul stains we 
have made, and let the principles of the immortal Paine be the 
theme of our language for the future. Let nob the servile and 
hypocritical language of our avowed enemies, nor that of pre- 
tended friends, warp us from our duty; and let us no longer suf- 
fer ourselves to be degraded with the wretched name of slave, but 
prove to the world that we both know how to obtain and estimate 
the patriotic measures of the honest Paine. Let us depart from 
that cursed system of expediency, which is the ruin of every just 
and noble cause, and speak the language of men in quest of free- 
dom, in opposition to the rate SA language of those who are 
so ready to condemn others who will not bend to the will of ur- 


principled sycophants. Our motto is, “ liberty and happiness to 
all,” and upon this impenetrable rock we will stand to combat 
with every one whose cause is not armed with honesty. We may 


be called visionarists by some, and revolutionists by others, but 
we dare them into the field of discussion, and will demonstrably 
prove, that upon our rock alone can that liberty be secured to 
which man is go justly entitled. Some say the laws will not 
sanction us in openly advocating the principles of Paine, but to 
them I would say, disregard them, for when laws do not proceed 
from the people, the people have no right to obey them; and 
however treasonable and seditious this language may be termed 
by our enemies, it is what the Republicans will compel them to 
comply with. Truth is progressive, and the despots who oppress 
us may as well try to stop the revolution of the earth round the 
sun as stop the progress of human knowledge. Unity is the only 
object necessary, for, in the language of the immortal Paine, 
‘* unity of principle will penetrate where an unity of bayonets can- 
not enter.” - We are represented as violent and dangerous cha- 
racters to be connected with, even by those who pretend to be 
advocates of Liberty; and for why, Gentlemen? Because we 
will not temporise or resort to any system of expediency, but 
shew the glaring impositions which they, in contract with the 
greater tyrants, are making upon our happiness. To you, Gen- 
tlemen, who have not read the works of the great Paine, I would 
immediately recommend them to your notice as the only standard 
of sound principles and practice; without the perusal of which 
you cannot form a clear idea of what Governments ought to be. 
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hey are plai and intelligible, and not obscured in a labyrinth of 
aficulties, as the works of many authors are. To Paine we are 
cuticularly indebted for the masterly manner he has exposed that 
position called Religion, and that infernal host of drones called 
pyests: and to the patriotic Carlile our thanks are particularly 
jue for'the revival of that valuable work, and the support he has 
it in those superior productions which he has written and 
plished to the world. He has entered into an open war with 
jjose monsters in human shape, and it is our duty to support him 
athe stand he has made, according as our circumstances will 
mit, It is the war of Reason and Philosophy with Fanaticism 
ud Superstition, and until the world is eradicated from the dread- 
al darkness into -which it has plunged the mind of man, happiness 
il only be a thing of the imagination. It is the interest of 
Priests to keep the people’s minds enslaved in ignorance; whilst, 
m the contrary, it is our duty to dispel it, for that man whose 
sind is under the controul of Priests and religion, is not only un- 
itfor liberty, but dangerous to those who have banished all the 
as of Spirits, Devils, and Priests, on all occasions, 
adin all ages have been enemies to improvement, both political 
ud moral, and it remains with Reason and Philosophy to place 
hem in that situation which shall debar them from afflicting so- 
— oes — scourges any more. Let man return to 
Nature, and view the beautiful phenomena she offers to his mind, 
and see with what unerring wisdoin she puts the whole in motion. 
ere, man! is a resting-place for thy so long bewildered ima- 
giuation! Leave the supposed abode of the deities until thou hast 
rit rout ey of Nature, and made them demonstrable to 
‘man! in-conclusion, Gentlemen, let me entreat you 
wt to suffer your exertions to be cooled, but let the political bitin 
tples of Paine, and the divinity of Mirabaud and Carlile, be our 
thject, and ere long we shall silence all enemies and professed 
have dare to make head against us. 
és Watson then gave— 
we of Great Britain, and may their Exertions be speedily crowned 


John Smithson gaye— 
Mr. Peel’s Bill, and may the “ Tuunperers,” who call themselves a Parlia- 


watt, follow the “ stern Path of Duty” it j 
7 | y” to carty it into full Execution. 
Song, by Booth, selected from ‘‘ The Deist.” 

immortal 


8 Evens then sung a song, and gave— 


to the Man who has caused the resurrection of the Works of the 
» when Kings and Priests thought they bad concealed them trom 


‘Ne public viéw, 
Mr, Joseph Brayshaw— 
The Memory of Helvetins, Mirabaud, Voltaire, Volney, Toland, and Priestley. 


By the Chairman— 
<a Balter and success to the Republicans of Columbia, and may they be 
over Priestcraft as they have been over Kingcraft. 
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John Robinson— 
An Unknown, who would give his Reasons, but they will not hear him, 


The Land we live in, and may we shortly enjoy a pure Representative Govern. | 


ment. 

The Chairman, after a few words in praise of his conduct and 
courage, gave— 

The Health of Thomas Davison. 

The Chairman then read the followmg letter from Mr. Thomas 
Davison :— : 


“ To Mr. R. W. Byerley, Brunswick Street, Water Lane, Leeds, 


** Cirizen, “* Oakham Gaol, Jan. 14, 1899, 
‘“‘ T peo leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, accompanied by a re- 
mittance of #1 from the Reformers and Deists at Leeds, to whom I wish you to 
communicate my very. best respects: and whilst my humble exertions meet with 
their approliatiop, I shall always bewilling-to encounter any persecution which 
the Agents of. the system can inflict upen me. 

“ 1 am perfectly aware of the incongruities of the Act-of-Parliament Religi.n 
of this country, and have felt it my duty to oppose it inevery stage. The power 
of Priestcraft, and the inposition upon the public, has attained such an ascendancy, 
that I consider it the interest of every Friend to Liberty fo make such an opposition. 
The warfare is, Reason and Philosophy versus Religion and Bigotry. Hypocrites and 
dissemblers may patronise the latter: it is our duty to support the former. 

** You have been pleased to compliment me upon the publication of Mirabaud’s 
System of Nature, and Volney’s Works: I felt myself bound to give them to the 

blic by reason of theirintrinsic merit. They have made the tyrants stagger. 

‘** Thope you will pardon any seeming neglect on my part in not answering your 
letter before, but owing to its circuitous route, 1 did not receive it till the 12th inst. 
although dated on the 26th ult. 

“* With sentiments of respect and gratitude to the Reformers and Deists at Leeds, 
for their very kind recollection of me, I beg to subscribe myseif, 

“ In the bonds of the Christian faith, your fellow-citizen, 
‘* THOMAS DAVISON.” 


The Chairman then gave— 
Mrs. Carlile. 


The health of JoserpH Oares being drank, after returning 
thanks he addressed the company as follows :— 

Gentlemen—It is with feelings of gratitude, and a sense of the 
debt I owe the immortal Thomas Paine, that has caused me to 
make one amongst you this evening to celebrate his birth-day; 
because I think it the duty of every man who is enlightened by 
his political writings to commemorate that day which gave him 
birth. I have said immortal Paine, and I think I shall be able to 
prove to your satisfaction that his name will be immortal, because 
the political principles which he has laid down for generations of 
men to come ta improve upon, will be the means of handing down 
his name to posterity, therefore his name will be immortal; and 
if there is a future state of happiness hereafter, (in which at pre- 
sent! believe, though | have no proof) I am of an opinion that 
Mr. Paine died in that ‘state of mind in which he wrote the 
‘* Rights of Man,” doubtless, he is a bright shining light mn that 
heaven of happiness which is so generally believed in by the pe 
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J. Smithson being called on for a toast, spoke as follows :— 
Citizens, The‘toast I shall propose will require some little ey. 
planation, I am of opinion that there are a great many words in 
common use that it would be much better to dispense with, as 
they only burthen the language, and destroy rational ideas instead 
of conveying them, in short it would be far better if the language 
was corrected, and every word printed according to its propet 
pronunciation, and such new letters added as would properly dis- 
tinguish the sound of every syllable in the spelling of it, and 
when we have governors of our own choosing in every country, 
which I have no doubt will be the case, though perhaps not in our 
day, it would be better: for all the world to adopt one language, 
one date, one specie, one weight, and one measure, and be as one 
family. This would be a work of time, but the time would be 
better spent than in legislating for hares and partridges, or in 
studying the means of destruction to our own species; perhaps 
sehoolmasters and interpreters would not be fond of this doc- 
trine, but as I never'was under a schoolmaster myself, I know no 
one that I need be afraid of offending, they are at present one of 
the most useful classes in society, and there is room for much 
improvement. 

But there.are three words to which I will call your attention, 
in my opinion are not only useless, but mischievous, viz. Tolera- 
tion, Privilege, and Mercy. “It is a degradation to a man to speak 
of toleration unless it be to execrate it, to do otherwise is to assist 
in propagating or countenancing an idea, that there is a race of 
superior animals, who have a right to withhold a part of Nature's 
bounties, from other animals of the same species. Such ideas are 
monstrous, they belong not to rational beings, they are the relics 
of barbarism, and ought to be scouted. I consider the man who 
can tamely set down to be what is called tolerated by the mana- 
gers of the Act of Parliament Religion, as by force, or by a farce, 
established, is nearer a level with the brute animals, than he who 
plays the tyrant over him. ‘Look at the Dissenters, who with all 
their show and parade, only rent their religion from year to year, 
(as a man takes a house) of the minister of the day, who can get a 
majority against the “ Dissenters’ Indemnity Bill” at any time 
when either himself or the ‘ Defender of the” Farce chooses, Is 
it any wonder that man should be degraded, pillaged, and en- 
slaved, while such things are countenanced. As to the word pri- 
vilege it is nearly synonymous with toleration, and to acknowledge 
& power to grant privileges, and tolerate opinions, is to admit the 
right to withhold both, I deny the existence of such a right, it 's 
an usurpation, and every man who understands his rights, aud 
does not denounce it as such, must'be considered as taking @ 
part in it. ob 

With regard to the word mercy it is the most dangerous word 
of the three, it never means less than injustice, and in many cast> 
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, wags murder, we frequently hear of the King’s pardon bein 
rm ra for persons. who. have had different Jecin. of. lenlehe 
ds in gat awarded. to them, by. what is called the court, and. in some 
h, as ass Judges. are praised for their lenity, in having extended the 
Stead wy of the Court to individuals, who have been declared. guilty, 
a ing guilty.that is. generally out of the ‘question). this 
roper aij all appear very kind to the unthinking and, unsuspecting. part 
’ dis- dsciety; but if we view. it a little closer we shall find, that this 
and iyisar mercy is: only. called in, to temper, or tamper, with the 
= iviarous,criminal code of the.darker.ages. They have-done well 
1 Our peal it crimanal, it is criménal enough, instead of the code being 
lage, wised, corrected, and purged of its: criminality, according to, the 
ice of the: times, and made such as, neither the.caprice of 
ihot-headed magistrate, nor the political bias of a corrupt Judge 


























rin wild deviate from. What greater mockery of justice can: there. be, 
- un to talk of the lenity of a Judge, is a proof that law is out of 
C+ 


he question, to talk of the lenity of one Judge, without condemn- 
ag i 18, to recognise the cruelty of another, and to extend mercy, 
woneindividual, who.is proved, guilty of either forgery, murder, or. 
uyother crime that is visited with capital punishment, isto. wil- 
fuly murder alt who are. executed for the like offence. Let-the. 


on, Wns be: made what they ought to be, and there. will be no danger 
ve on into, execution; and [ am of opinion that one 
~ unrderer chained and compelled to work at some public. 


wrks, in a public place, all his life, with his; name and, crime 
miten on a brass plate upon his back, in legible. characters, 
‘Wild prevent more murders from being committed, than all the 
mecutions|that have ever taken place in the world. Man has no 
ight to take from man that which he cannot give, and to. put a 


. mn out of existence for injuring society, is to prevent him from 
wi vs Sapa injury, by committing another. It is society 
ho “ing: suicide upon itself: The end and object of all laws 


thould be to improve rather than to punish; again, as it respects 
the word mercy, when it is coupled with, what is called, law in a 
political case, it forms a complete state engine, for the nominal 
weeeutor ef the day, to, enable him to pardon the guilty, who 
, ek in, the: good graces of the minister, or any of his, sa- 
“es, while punishments are heaped, with tenfold vengeance on 
7 pate to, think, speak, and act for themselves, and [ have 
€ Nis but in Many cases, prosecutions are instituted by the 
e Dt > nsent of the parties, with the assurance of pardon, that 
$ er cums may be punished with greater impunity: but it is 
nie talk of flaw, in a country where the majority of the 
ither have, nor ever had, any choice of the law-makers, 
murder, robbery, injustice, and revenge, and it will remain 
i He people are enlightened enough to choose all their ser- 
be ‘both the ‘legislative and the executive departments. ‘I 

ive said sufficient to convince you that the word mercy % 
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the very bane of justice, and whatever may have been its origin, it 
may be very easily dispensed with ; the man who endeavours ty 
do right stands in no need of it, and he who does wilfully wrone 
does not deserve it. [It may do well enough for the Ordinary of 
Newgate, to first tell the victims of misrule to ask the King’s par. 
don, and, if that fails, to implore his waginary Deity for mercy, in 
hopes of gaining, what is called heaven; but for my own part | 
have done with all such wild reveries; still I hold, that no man 
who does his duty in society, ought to be looked on as worse 
for holding a different opinion, no man has any thing to do with 
another in such a matter, any further than freely to discuss the 
subject, when it is by the mutual consent of the parties concerm- 
ed. It is not a question belonging to nor to be settled by society, 
each individual has it to settle for himself, I will let all men seek 
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after heaven or not, just as they please. If they will only keep det 
their own dirt on their own door-stones, and maintain their own rey 
priests, I will take care they shall none of them terrify me out of ware 
the enjoyment of my heaven here; and as to hell let them fear it Und, 
who think they have done something to deserve it, / dread no rg 
Devils but. Priests, nor do 1 fear any hell but a troubled con- wit 
science, and if a man has a hell of his own making, and blows ielo 


oe 
<. 
we 


the bellows himself, he need not complain much about its being 
over heated; I hope you will weigh these matters fairly, and each 
judge for himself. I conclude by proposing the following toast:— 

May the three mischievous words Toreration, Paivirecr, and Mercy, be 
speedily erased from the vocabulary of the human race. 

After spending the evening in a perfect state of unanimity and 
concord, the company broxe up at a late hour mutually pleased 
and improved. 











TO THE CHRISTIAN JUDGE BAILEY. 





THE Book of Common Prayer opens with the direction, 
that “ at the beginning of ‘Morning and Evening Prayer 
the Minister shall read, with a loud voice, some one or more 
of these sentences of Scripture.” This word Scripture 1s 
very improperly kept up as an expression for the writings 
of the Bible. This was not amiss before the art of printing 
was invented, but to calla printed work a Scripture two 
thousand years from the time of its having been first writ 
ten, is a misapplication of words and ideas. Every thing 
written with the pen is a Scripture, and the word by 2° 
means applies exclusively to the writings of the Jew Books. 
This observation may at first sight be viewed as captious, 
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he word Scripture, in some weak and ignorant minds, 
seighs like the word God, or Religion, and is considered 
nine gnony mous with those equivocal and senseless words. 
ry of should be informed that a sentence of Scripture means 


ag definite, and applies as much to the tale of Robinson - 


} Dar- 

ny i (nsoe, as to the tales about Adam, Abraham, Moses, 
art | vid, or Jesus, among the Jews. 

man thisstting of. sentences from Scripture, is expressive of 
rorse jemain point in the Jewish and Christian codes of religion, 
with it fa man sins or commits vice of any kind, he has only 
the wasioually to say he is sorry for it, and all bis vices are 
ed yamorphosed into virtues. This sort of legerdemain is 
sail istructive of morality and calculated to engender the worst 


derimes, Many a Christian have I heard say, “I am 
wy careless about religion now, but I hope [I shall be: 

‘time.enough to repent and make my peace with 
(ol, and then all will be well.” By being careless about 
wigion Was meant, a practice of vice and immorality with- 









on- wt restraint. Such is the meaning of all the. sentences 
ws ieore me.’ ‘To sin and pray constitutes the whole duty of 
ing iew and Christian, and the more he sins and prays the 
ch wre he is promised as a reward. This religion is the: 


any Of moral virtue, and destructive of human happi-: 
Ie, 
Alter the precedents and promises selected from the Jew: 
hooks about sinning, repenting, and forgiveness, the first. - 
ine articles that follow are repetitions in the same strain, 
“ inthe third the Priest assumes the power of absolving 
remitting sins; and. then comes what is called the Lord’s | 
fryer, which deserves notice from me more in consequence 
fils general use, and being considered among: ignorant, 
rakminded persous as a talisman against all evil, than 
fom the words which form it. Such are the superstitious 
los connected with this ‘Prayer, that the reading it, or 
"peating it properly, is considered a talisman to keep away 
be ty or to deprive him of all his powers of injury ; 
rtistito read it backward is considered as a summons for ° 
" that the Devil canvot resist! This Prayer may. 
tease the focus of Christian idolatry and superstition, 
Hismore used: than all the others put together. . It is 
-Presetted as having been first spoken by Jesus Christ 
veel and a8 being a Prayer of his own composition, 
the put forth as a pattern, or as an all-sufficient 
Prayer usands and tens of thousands. of. times have I 
"pedled: it in my youth; sometimes from motives of fear 
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and as a preservation against danger, at other times as q 
matter of school er church discipline, at all down-layings 
and up-risings; and this I know to be the practice of the 
present day, though in a lesser degree, from the dissensions 
and recessions regarding superstition. 

E will dissect it here as a display of its contemptibility, 
and to shew upon what a shallow ground all superstition 
originates. It begins with, “‘ Our Father) which art ip 
Heaven :” a paltry expression, because Heaven is a fiction, 
and has no identity. Am idea altogether borrowed from the 
Pagans, with the exception, thet they admitted a variety of 
Gods: still they addressed. their Jupiter as the common 
father of all in just the same strain as the Jews and Chris. 
tians address their Jehovah. ‘* Hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdam come.” This, if applied to the term Father, 
to an almighty Deity, is blasphemous in reality, andacom- 
plete contradiction in terms. The first admits an almighty 
father, the second assumes that he has not-arrived at the 
zenith of his power, that*he has not yet a kingdom to govern, 
upon the principle of an earthly monarch. It is vain to tell 
us the expression is figurative, the Prayer was composed 
when both Jews and Christians expected the Messiah would 
come and reign amongst them on earth, as an earthly king, 
although his reign was expected to be perpetual, and that 
they. were:no more to be subject to. death. This is what 
Paul's Epistle alludes to when he says, ‘“ You shall be 
changed and not ail sleep: in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trump, for the trumpet shall sound, &c."* 

_Wpon this principle alone the New Testament ought to be 
rejected, for, at the time of its first promulgation, it was said 
and expected by its dupes, that a generation should not pass 
away before this thing should happen. It is therefore evi- 
dent, that the Prayer was not origi lly meant to convey 4 
figurative sense in the expression of “ thy kingdom come.” 

“ Thy will be done in earth as it is in Heaven,” is an ex- 
pression without meaning, unless any Priest can tell us 
where and: what is Heaven, and what is done there. | 
would not be thought to treat this subject with levity, | am 


_ “Paul, in this chapter, says, that flesh and blood cannot enter 
Ffeaven, and teaches the doctrine of spirituality as an explanation 
ofthe change of the body;: but yet he leaves us to understand 
that these spirituals have a. mouth and wind to blow a material 
trumpet, unless there be such things as. spiritual trumpets. 
However, I leave you, Sir, and the Priests to settle this matter. 
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serious in. all.I write. I deny the existence of a 
as a eave and of spiritualities. Whatever doth exist is mate- 
ings ja, Matter is the infinite, the self-existent principle of 


’ the Nature. _ When the enthusiast invented the fiction of spirits, 


ions be gaseous principle of matter was as much hidden from 
je human mind as isthe nature and property of the surface 
lity, ihesun at present, and even more so, for we begin to get 


tion one faint gleam. of light as to the latter point, but the for- 


t in gt was not imagined when Christianity originated. Now 
100, secomprehend the principle of gaseous matter, we ought 
the w blush for the former doctrines of spirits and spiritual 
y of wings, instead of having them forced upon us by penal 
hon yws. The next generation will ridicule the notion of 
Tis gitits as we do now that of witches and witchcraft ; in 
me; it, they.are synonymous in my view at present, and | en- 
her, gttain the same feeling towards the one as the other. 

we “Give us this day our daily bread,” is a Prayer that may 
hty aita set of lazy Priests, but we all know that the bonest 
the mn may have it if he will earn it, that is, if he be.so 
mM, iuated as to find profitable employment. It will never 
9 wmeby Prayer. Industry is the only sure application by 


thich it may, be obtained. | 

“And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
spass against us.” Upon this view of forgiving tres-. 
pisses, you, Mr. Justice, Bailey, and all my persecutors, 
must expect the same measures as you have meted out to 
m, Itis a paltry Prayer; the best way is not to commit 
iespasses at all. Your idolatry does not point out the ad- 
vanlages to society at large in not committing trespasses at 
, butit does point out triumphantly how trespasses may 
lecommitted with impunity.. He who commits the most 









es, and prays for the most forgiveness, makes the 
lest Christian. ee ad tok Ot | 
Re And lead us aot into temptation,” is an implication that 
~~ “apticious Jehovah does occasionally lead his followers 
fmptation. . It is a Prayer that he will be pleased not 
) What he sometimes does! Strange method of praying 
tener 20 d confers great dignity on the Idol! “ But de- 
"rus from evil,” is.a similar impeachment of his motives 
uid. actions, an attack upon all his assumed moral attri- 
hte denial - of his alleged omnipotence, omnipresence, 
ee, in not always doing that which moral 





are: It makes him the occasional patron of evil, 
y ol to whom this Prayer is addressed is not, has no 
- No. 13, | | 
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relation to, the God of Nature. [t is the Jupiter of the 
Jews and Christians. 

‘ For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen” The ideas of the writer 
of this Prayer extended not beyond a kingdom. A man 
with the title of King was the heighth of ali glory and 
power according to his views. It is thus we hear so much 
nonsense about the kingdom of Heaven, where all are to 
wear crowns of glory. It is a fiction of the human mind 
when in a state of gross ignorance. ‘To enforce such no- 
tions among mankind im the present age exceeds every other 
description of villainy that can be imagined, and all others 
put together! The worst of all tyrannies! the greatest of 
all tortures! 

I have seen a large volume of sermons made entirely 
from the members of this Prayer, but I presume that I have 
fully explained it in a very few words, and have said all 
that is necessary upon it. As its‘origin has been attributed 
to Jesus Christ, much has been thought of its purity and 
propriety, but it is, in fact, a paltry composition, a con- 
temptible Prayer, as deficient in a-moral as in a physical 
point of view. It may be termed the amulet of Christians 
against all evils, but, like all other amulets, it must fall into 
contempt, from the increasing knowledge of mankind, and 
_— the expansion of the intellectual powers of the human 
mind. 

The next point isa continuation of Prayer, and of the 
same ridiculous kind: it begins, “ O Lord, open thou our 
lips; and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.” Now, 
what can be more contemptible than this Prayer?  ‘ Open 
thou our lips,” implies an aet of indifference and apathy of 
the part of the prayer, who calls upon Jehovah to put one 
hand to the upper lip and the other to the under lip and 80 

| them apart, as a means of obtaitiing praise for himself. 
tis vain to tell us about any figurative sense to the words, 
the éxpression is literal, and nist be so taken, as | have 
here represented it. It is altogéther a jumble of nosseuse, 
and you can compose no kind of Prayer to an Idol, or what 
you call a spiritual being, that shall be otherwise. 

*||O God, make speed to save ts; O Lord, make haste 
to help us;” forms another preposterous request. God Is 
presumed to be omnipresent, therefore speed or haste is not 
required as an addition to his attribtites. This is taking uP 
the poiot upon your principlés and argumerits. I have, 10- 
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dividualty, arrived to that state of mind, so as not to assume 

any thing about what is called God, or Deity. I am not 

blasphemer enough for that at present. That species of 
[ have left with you. 

«Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost.” The mother ought not to have been omitted 
in this family of Idols. Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Mother, and to the Son, would have sounded much better, 
een if Brothers and Sisters, Grandfather, Grandmama, and 
Cousins had been omitted. You call the Holy Ghost a 
rier ina aie bias should have informed us what were 

component parts of a spirit. 

. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.” The latter part of this sentence is the 
oily piece of sense in the Book of Common Prayer, if it be 
applied to the eternity of matter. The world without end 
bat ill corresponds with the Christian dogmas about the end 
of the world, of time, and of all things material. It is an 
trident contradiction. If the phrase stood thus: “ As it 
was in time past, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
ed ;” it would have been a sentence of truth calculated to 
overthrow every species of idolatry. It is that first princi- 
ple from which every theological, physical, or metaphysical 
argument should emanate, and to which it should always 
bear elation. If you travel out of this certain path, you 
ous from truth and wander in darkness. It is the basis 
pie philosophy, science, and art. It is an expression of 
inereated power of matter, its indestructibility, and eter- 
Py ; Independent of which there is no existence whatever. 
tal THE INFINITE, and there cannot be two infinités, as 

y Newcastle wrote above 150 yearssince. There is but 
ne ia and from that infinite every thing in existence 
te fe] being, and forms part and parcel. When the whole 
ie race shall be brought to a knowledge and full com- 

; dsion of this axiom, then will the earth become a Para- 
of all I eall it an axiom, for, although it has not the consent 

@ men, still’ no man can dispute it without error. I 

The any man to the dispute. 

‘he next article is the 95th Psalm, which, after an ex- 
par to idolatry, says, “ For the Lord is a great God: 
Wilecet King above all gods.” This would be buta 
Nat ip grees if intended to be applied to the God of 

ire, but as it is not, and as we know that Jehovah is 


tllowed by his follawers to be jealous of other gods, the 
Compliment or flattery applies very well to him, “ In his 
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hand are all the corners of the earth: and the Strength of 
the hills is bis also.” ‘This too is a contemptible expres- 
sion, since we know the earth has no corners, but is globu- 
lar. The Jew that wrote that Psalm did not know but that 
the earth was square and flat like a trencher, and that it 
was a plain surface jutting out of an interminable ocean of 
water. We know better now, and ought to reject these 
Jew Books, and the Idol Jebovah to whom they allude, 
and in whom the Jews believed. Jews and Christians, 
your dogmas and foolish stupid tales will no longer suit us, 
we must have something more consonant with truth and the 
improved state of the human mind. We will no longer be 
the slaves of your bigotry and the worshippers of your 
Idols. 

“« The sea is his, and he made it: and his hand prepared 
the dry land.” Preposterous notion! Whether it be poeti- 
cal or-figurative, it is equally blasphemous if applied to the 
God of Nature, to represent him as working with bands. 
The remainder of this Psalm is a picture of some of the 
whims and passions attributed to Jehovah, and your Note, 
Sir, throws no kind of light or explanation upon the 
matter. 

I now come to what is called the “ Te Deum,” which, 
connected with the Canticle that follows it, would be a 
monstrous collection of words if applied to any thing but an 
idol, There is nothing objectionable in the first sentence, 
which says, “ We praise thee, O God: we acknowledge 
thee to be the Lord ;” unless it is to be observed that the 
God of Nature must be above all human praise ; the pro- 
fession of any thing to the contrary amounts at least to 
arrogance and self-conceit on the part of the worm that be- 
stows it. We ought never to apply words to that of which 
we have no ideas, no comprehension. 

The second sentence which says, “ All the earth doth 
worship thee: the Father everlasting ;” is incorrect upon 
the same principle as the last. The modes of worship have 
been more various than the shades of colour among man- 
kind, and all of them have been wrong in their ideas of the 
Deity. _ It forms one of those vain assumptions connected 
with every religion, namely, that theirs is the all-sufficient 
and all-comprehensive system, and all others nothing it 
eomparison to it. You are all in the wrong, Sir, there 
never was a religion right, there never will be, because 
Nature or MATTER requires nothing of the kind. ll, all 
is idolatry, and science will put it all down. It is a bur- 
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of esque Upon human knowledge, and the great disturber of 
“s ull societies. th 

The next sentence is made up of words of sound. “ To 
ne thee all angels cry aloud: the heavens, and all the powers 
it herein.” This idea must have originated with the clamour 
va ofthe Christian mode of worship, but as to the angels and 
: all the powers of heaven, and the heavens themselves, cry- 
- ing aloud, I must leave to your reflection, Sir, it exceeds all 
- ny powers of comprehension. 7 
~ « To thee Cherubim and Seraphim ; continually do cry, 


m jr Holy, Holy; Lord God of Sabaoth: heaven and 
are full of the majesty of thy glory.” If we had no 

other proof of the idolatry charged upon the Christian reli- 
gion, this sentence. would be sufficient. The Cherubim is 
the graven image of a bull, and formed part of the Egyp- 
tian and Chaldean mythology, and was incorporated by 
some of the Jewish Prophets or Priests with theirs after the 
Babylonish captivity. What the Seraphim meaus is not 
rightly understood at present, but most probably the figure 
of some other animal is meant. The word Sabaoth signi- 
ies a host: thus the Christian God iscalled a God of Hosts 
—ifighting God. The meaning of the above sentence is, 
“To thee the Bull and another animal continually do cry, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts.” A fine piece of 
| Popish stuff, Mr. Paine would say, to be taught among us 
inthe present day. The remainder of this article is such a 
mixture of the three in one and cne in three, that I cannot 
illempt to unravel it, or even to comment upon it, particu- 
larly, as it touches upon the incontinent foundation of the 
Christian religion, and about the Virgin’s womb not being 
abhorred by Jehovah, or a part of him, or something. All 
the Pagan gods were represented as being very fond of vir- 
pills. “The same thing is the very essence and grand stimu- 
lant in the. Mahometan religion. Morality demands very 
‘erent notions of Deity, and Deists are persecuted by a 
Vice Society for endeavouring to promulgate them! This 
Soue of the anomalies common to hypocrites and tyrants. 
, * Canticle is a complete outrage on common sense: if 
“Man in the present day was to put on paper such a 
Of words, it would be received as evidence, in any of 
our'Courts of Law, that he was insane, and he would be 
consigned to St. Luke’s Hospital, or some other mad-house, 
without hope of release. I will epitomize it without 
eg its meaning, and I think it will require an bype- 
gravity equal to that of yours, Sir, to read it 
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without an almost dangerous fit of laughter. Here it goes, 
‘“O all ye Works of the Lord, O ye Angels of the Lord, O 
ye Heavens, O ye Waters, that be above the firmament, 0 
all ye Powers of the Lord, O ye Sunand Moon, O yeStars 
of Heaven, O ye Showers and Dew, O ye Winds of God, 
O ye Fire and Heat, O ye Winter and Summer, O ye Dews 
and Krosts, O ye Frost and Cold, O ye Ice and Snow, O 
ye Nights and Days, O ye Light and Darkness, O ye 
Lightnings and Clouds, O let the Earth, O ye Mountains 
avd Hills, O all ye Green Things upon the Earth, O ye 
Wells, O ye Seas and Floods, O ye Whales and all that 
move in the waters, O ail ye Fowls of the Air, O all ye 
Beasts and Cattle, O ye Children of Men, O let Israel, O 
ye Priests of the Lord, O ye Servants of the Lord, O ye 
Spirits and Souls of the Righteous, O ye holy and humble 
men of heart, O Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, bless ye the 
Lord: praise him, and magnify him for ever” In the ori- 
ginal the last three members of a sentence follow every item 
enumerated, and has a very important sound if you do not 
tire of the repetition. Who the three last-mentioned heroes 
are | know not, nor whence this Canticle originated, nor 
have you, Sir, ventured a note on it to give us information, 
as you have done with some other articles. On the next 
page you tell us, that “ it is bighly poetical to call upon 
the inanimate parts of the creation to join in praising God,” 
If it be highly poetical, it is not less foolish and nonsensical, 
aud | am of opinion it is a species of poetry that can amuse 
none but fanatics. It is an outrage upon Nature, upon the 
present state of knowledge,’ and every natural feeling. 
Some of the O ye’s would have borne q few notes of admi- 
ration, but | thought the matter quite sufficient of itself to 
excite surprise as you read on. I think the translator, if 
there ever was one, (and I should hope it was not first writ- 
ten by an Englishman) has made a mistake and omitted 
those terrific objects, Fogs and Hail, or falsely translated 
them to Dews and Frosts; and yet I should think that the 
writer of such nonsense knew not that hail was frozen 
water. It appears further, that be knew nothing about 
those terrific things called Comets, Eclipses, or Volcanoes, 
or he might have touched his article a little more with the 
sublime. Why poor Thunder is omitted I should like to 
know ; egad! the writer, the gross flatterer, thought it was 
the voice of God himself, as the fools and fanatics of the 
present day think. God speaking to sinners, as | have 
heard them say. Something about Hell too should bave 
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teen introduced to have increased the sublime. “ O all ye 
powers of Hell, bless ye the Lord, praise him, and magnify 
\in for ever,” would have formed a grand contrast, and 
sould have been much more poetical, Mr. Justice Bailey, 
jan calling upon inanimate things.. Fiction in poetry is 
ways superior to metamorphosis. Ovid wore out the lat- 
iz, and rendered it disgusting. 

| shall now close this letter, as it is quite long enough 
won such a subject. I am always afraid of saying too 
goch upon such a matter, and of disgusting my readers. 
tite Printing Press is disgraced by any thing, it is by 
vhat are called printed arguments for religion, and the 
fms of religious ceremonies. If any thing deserves 
piishment with fine and imprisonment, such as you have 
imposed upon me, it is the publication of such trash as I 
lave quoted and commented upon in this letter. But 1 
hveno-desire to turn your own weapons upon you. You 
maygo on if you will but leave me to do the same. ~ All the 
Waliation I shall seek, when the Age of Reason approaches, 
vill be to recover the value of the property of which | have 
ken robbed. I look at you as one of my robbers, and I 
dull certainly endeavour to make you disgorge your share 
of the plunder. ‘That time is not far distant. 1 am doing 
nore for the support of my opinions in a Gaol than you 
ate for your hypocrisy out of one. For the present I con- 
clude-by telling you, that I write this letter from Dorchester 
Gaol, onthe Zlst of March, year 1822 of the Carpenter’s 
Wife’s Son, and I have strong hopes, at this moment, that 
mibinanother year, or two, at farthest, I shall be able con- 


wientiously to: date as the Ist year of the Age of Reason. 
oor. R. CARLILE. 








HE INCARCERATED , SHOPMEN OF MR. R. 
| CARLILE: 








V.V, Houmes, Joseph Rhodes, and Jobn Barkley, return 
their thanks ‘to. the Unknown Friend who sent them a 
that of Mutton on the 17th of March; also for 2s. 6d. 
Was left at Mr. , to be divided among them. 
. W. Vamplew Holmes returns bis thanks to the Gentlemen 
Mr -, for. their favor of £1. 0s, 3d.; and also toa 
for 2s. 6d., per Mrs. Beckwith. 
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TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOI. 









Dear Sik, Nottingham, March J8, 1829. 
Tue Friends of Freedom and Toleration, residing in this ‘own 
and neighbourhood, feeling indignant at the merciless persecu- 
tions inflicted on yourself and on your family, for having fear- 
lessly promulgated your sentiments on religious subjects, are 
touched with a lively sympathy for your and their accumulated 
wrongs and sufferings, and have commenced a subscription for 
the purpose of contributing to the reimbursement of the mon- 
strous fines which the amiable conservators of the morals and 
religion of this most religious nation, have thought proper to lay 
on you, in order, no doubt, to make what the late Sir Vicary 
Gibbs termed, “ a blighted example” of you! 

Christianity has been denominated “ the Religion of Love;” 
but, unfortunately, its most zealous advocates and propagators 
frequently act as though inspired by a spirit of RANCOUROUS Ha- 
TRED. Not satisfied with anathematizing those of different creeds, 
they have, on various occasions, and in almost every country, 
persecuted their fellow Christians with relentless severity: dif- 
ferences and obduracy of belief as to doctrinal points of Christian 
salvation, have brought thousands after thousands of pious be- 
lievers to the stake, the scaffold, or the gallows:—all—all for the 
preservation of this Religion of Love! It is even become proverbial 
that the ** blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church!” It is, 
therefore, not to be wondered at, that you, Sir, who have aimed 
such deadly blows at the whole system of Christian priesteraft 
and delusion, should experience the bitterest enmity of those, who 
‘* by that craft have their wealth,” and whose craft consists in 
their ability to delude. Under this persecution, or rather the se- 
ries of persecutions, which you, dear Sir, and your amiable family 
have sustained with such unexampled fortitude, you are no doubt 
supported by the conscious rectitude of your conduct, and the 
knowledge that you possess the sympathy, esteem, and approba- 
tion of all whose good opinion is worth obtaining. 

We beg your acceptance of the enclosed remittance of Ten 
Pounds, and will, as early as convenient, send a further remit- 
tance from the fund which we have established for your service. 
-* Wishing you and your family the enjoyment of health, and 
évery happiness attainable in your miserable dungeon. 

' I remain, dear Sir, 
On behalf of the Subscribers, your Friend, 
’ MOSES COLCLOUGH. 

P. S. With the next remittance a List of Subscribers will be 
sent, | ce < 
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yk. MOSES COLCLOUGH, NOTTINGHAM. 


(inizzen AND Friend, Dorchester Gaol, March 22, 1822. 
Wa the warmest esteem and sense of gratitude, 1 convey 
» you and all friends at Nottingham my acknowledgment 
wihé receipt of Ten Pounds as a general contribution to 
sy support, and as a check to the injuries my tyrants and 

ators would inflict upon me. 

My straggle is not so much to make proselytes to parti- 
ular opinions, or for uniformity of opinion, which I feel 
wired will never exist among a free people, as to put in 

ice the right of free discussion. As a bookseller I am 
mite ready to sell those opinions that are opposed to my 
wva: as an aathor, or advocate of certain opinions, and as 
iprinter, I contend for the right of printing my own, and 
{publicly selling them. This is a point I never will give 
wp whilst | have the means of putting another sheet of paper 
the press, or whilst { have an unsold copy of any of my 

| publications. 

The persecutions to which I have been subjected, the 
wbberies that have been practised upon my property, my . 
imprisonment, and that of my family and assistants, are all 
many proofs of the truth and moral force of my opi- 
uns, of the opinions which I advocate. If my enemies 
tould do any thing effectually with the pen, they would do 
tttumphantly, but they have the same conviction asI have 
mthis head, namely, that with the pen they can do nothing 
wainst the free use of the pen and press on the other side. 

therefore resort to'that brute force which their estab- ° 
ished despotism has left‘in-their hands, and make them- 
elves the heralds of their own defeat, and of the contempti- 

and nothingness of their own opinions. 
fan of Nottingham, I feel happy in the assurance 

t the Printing Press ‘is working most rapidly that great 

ate in the minds of the people of this Island, as to 
cal and theologicz! opinions, that is essential to 

ba re happiness and prosperity. There may be some 
coisidered’ popular men, who withhold their assent and 
fae from the political and theological principles of 
amas” Paine, fron: an idea that they are not yet suffi- 
Spread as to eyable them to ride easy upon the 
F the multitude te power and profit, yet these men 
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cannot retard them, and | sincerely hope that those who 
imbibe the pure principles of Republicanism will be yery 
careful how they lend themselves to the advancement 6f 
such men. It has been considered fora century past in this 
country the acme of political wisdom and ability to ride to 
power and distinction upon the clamonrs of the multitude. 
and then forsake all former pretensions, but be it our study 
and our duty to enlighten that multitude, and prevent any 
further degradation of this kind. 

Be it our duty to inculcate the right of election to all 
public posts, and that the right of voting be extended to 
every man. Any thing short of this is short of honesty and 
public good. The man who does not come up to this point 
deserves not the epithet of “ Friend of the People,’ or of 
“ Friend of Liberty.” There can be no universal liberty 
upon any other scheme. This alone constitutes what is 
called equality, which signifies, that in an abstract point of 
view, or as a member of society, every man is equal to the 
other, and that any distinction in office must depend upon 
the choice of the whole expressed by the consent of a ma- 
jority. This.constitutes what is called equal laws and equal 
rights.. All useful and important “principles are always the 
most simple and easiest understood by the multitude. All 
prattle about political economy, or the philosophy of poli- 
tics, means some obscure dogmas that are incomprehensible 
to the multitude in the common acceptation of the words, 
but real economy and philosophy as to politics, must always 
depend on the most simple principles; such as those laid 
‘down in the writings of Thomas Paine, and such as cun be 
understood by the natural ideas of an unlettered man. 

The principles of Republicanism I am well informed 
have been long since duly appreciated by the majority of 
the inhabitants of Nottingham. -It is a town distinguished 
by its public spirit, and I am happy-to see that in giving 
relief to the incarcerated friends of freedom, which is cer- 
taiuly the first principle for which a subscription ought to 
be raised, the people of Nottingham have taken the lead 
in a regular manner, and have done by their unanimity 
more than the same number of persons in any other town. 
I am also happy to see that the inhabitants of Notting- 
ham have not been deluded by that bugbear, that pick- 
poseee thing, called the Great Northern Radical Union. 

he alleged motive for raising that fund is base in the ex- 
treme, and a sad disgrace upon those subscribers who bave 
_ treated the present House of Commons with such deserved 
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Again, my friends at Nottingham, I return you thanks 
and promise you that my study shall be to improve yoy 
esteem, by a perseverance in the propagation of soun 
principles, as far as my judgment discerns them: and were 
those to be my last words to you, which | hope will not be 
the case, I would say: FOLLOW PRINCIPLES TRAT yotR 
MINDS APPROVE, AND NOT MEN WITHOUT THEM, 
I am, Citizen, gratefully yours, 
RK. CARLILE, 






























TO MR. JAMES HUMPHREYS, OF SPRINGDALE, 
NEAR HUDDERSFIELD, YORKSHIRE, 









SIR, Dorchester Gaol, March 26, 1822. 
You have printed a pamphlet which you state to be the 
first of an intended series, under the denomination of * Phi- 
losophical Researches, or a scientific Developement of Mo- 
ral, Metaphysical, and Theological Truths.” The first is 

, addressed to me as a Letter, with an apology to the reader 
for so doing, in which you pledge yourself to have shewn 
that “* Matter is not Eternal,” and you call upon me to an- 


swer this before you print another. his 

Ever ready to defend my opinions and principles, | in- on 
stantly obey your call, and as I have calmly and collected- ut 
? passed through your labyrinth of words in ninety pages, bn 

will, in a very few pages, give you a complete answer to j 
every point on which you have fixed, and before I begin, | dou 
give you credit for touching upon the ground work of all at 
Science, and arguing for that only point on which any thing ily 
called religion can be defended: for if matter be eternal or bat 
infinite, a proposition for which I contend in my present dea 
state of mind and knowledge, there can be nothing superior ws 
to or independent of matter, and until we can settle this . 
point, it is vaia to towch on any other, or to dispute about K( 
secondary objects. vit 

Throughout your Letter I have found but one Philoso- 8) 
phical Truth, and that is a repetition of one which I have Tea 
found laid down in a work of the seventeenth century, by a 
the Marchioness of Newcastic, namely, that there can be ty 
but ove Infinite. I am by no means certain that the idea ex 
originated with this lady, it may be older, but it 's 8 thi 


axiom, an iodisputable truth, therefore, the main questo? 
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Here you should have been more explicit, and have sta, 
a case, by using the words “a thing being caused 
exist,” 1 can fix you to nothing. If by the word thin 
you mean general matter, | say the contradiction is equ 
to the former, but if you allude to a distinct thing, such ; 
an animal, a vegetable, or a mineral, then I admit the acte 
and no contradiction. But you err in setting up an acto 
and in saying his power is illimitable. You, who affect 
ridicule me for not accompanying assertions, that are gene 
rally received as axioms, with proofs, should have here pro 
daced a proof of the assertion, that there is an actor whos 
power is illimitable. But lam running before you, wit 
out giving your answer to the above question. You sa 
“ No! this like the former, is an action, but here is an eff 
cient actor supposed, and there being an efficient actc 
supposed, all contradictions are at once annihilated, becaus 
to say that this actor cannot produce real existence, from 
non-entity is only LIMITING tts power; and NOT shewing 
contradiction in the thing, because power can operate 4 
well where nothing but itself exists, as it can involved i 
the midst of existing substances of all descriptions. [f thi 
be not the case; if this power cannot operate where nothing 
but itself exists, this must be because it is prevented; bu 
what prevents it? What mancipates it? Does non-entity 
Can nothing act? Can nothing prevent power from ope 
rating ?” This is allabout nothing. You speak of non-enti 
ties. The whole universe is a being, an entity. Where 
then will you fix your non-entities, or how imagine, how 
define them? In attempting to shew there is no contradic 
tion in your last point you run into contradictions with : 
vengeance, without stating any one definite point. The 
word non-entity is a contradiction in itself? Can you define 
it? I cannot, and I say you cannot. The words about a 
power operating or not operating where nothing but itsel 
exists, are words of sound only: they mean nothing: yo 
can infer nothing from them: they are fictious, having no 
relation to any reality. ' 
Mr. Law’s proposition is plain; simple, and comprebens!- 
ble: yours is all confusion and hotch-potch. The words 
nothing aud non-entity are not substantives, although you 
use them as such, they can scarcely be called any patt © 
speech: they are words of sound only: they have no meab- 
ing, m a philosophical point of view. In stating philoso- 
phical truths they cannot be used; and in using them yo" 
have given no answer to Mr. Law’s proposition. Sinee the 
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matter, I say you cannot conceive the two latter words 
upon apy correct principle: they are words of sound and 
mean nothing. They are delusive words, which the philo. 
sopher or man of science cannot use with propriety. | 
might here take my stand, and call upon you to point me 
where nothing or no matter is; or, in plainer words, where 
there is an absence of matter. Before you’can move a step 
to dispute the axiom, “ that out of nothing, nothing can be 
made,” you must be prepared to shew me that matter is not 
space, or that there is or ever was a space where there is or 
was no matter, or an absence of matter. 

IN THE WARMTH OF THIS SUBJECT, I WILL 
CHALLENGE YOU, OR ANY MAN LIVING, TO 
STATE A PROPOSITION TO ME THAT IS A 
REALITY, WHICH I CANNOT REDUCE TO MAT. 
TER, OR PROVE IT A FICTION AND FOLLY. 
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(To be continued.) 
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“RESURRECTION OF THE’ “ TEMPLE OF 
b REASON.” | 
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AFTER being buried’ for the space of six weeks under the 
filth and mire of Legal Robbers, the ‘“‘ Temple of Reason” 
will again rise into existence, in all its wonted splendour, 
next week; where the whole of Mr. Carlile’s Works may 
be ‘had, at No: 5, Water Lane, five doors from Fleet 
Steaet.>>' * ay 
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